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Community Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday, April 17, 2013 

Sydney Tar Ponds Agency 

1 Inglis Street 

12:15 pm 

 

Minutes 
 

 
PresentReps:  Alastair MacLeod – Chair 

Dave Ervin (CB Labour-Business Advancement Inc.) 

   Rev. Ken Kimbley (Faith Baptist Church) 

Gerard Boudreau (CB Building Trades) 

Steven VanNostrand (Sydney and Area Chamber of Commerce) 

Susan King (ACAP Cape Breton) 

 

Guests:  Meggan Desmond (Communications Officer, STPA) 

Donnie Burke (Project Director, STPA) 

Belinda Campbell (PWGSC) 

Randy Vallis (PWGSC) 

Gary Campbell (NS Lands Inc.) 

 

Regrets:  Marjorie Butts (Canadian Cancer Society) 

Robert Livingstone (Stewards of the River Denys Watershed Assoc.) 

Bill Bailey (Cape Breton University) 

Jim Merkley (Rotary Club of Sydney) 

Dan White (LEB, STPA) 

Keith MacDonald – Vice Chair – (Cape Breton Partnership) 

Terry Ivey (CB District Health Authority) 

Dave MacLean (Nova Scotia Community College) 

 

1. Welcome 
 

The meeting came to order at 12:15. The Chair welcomed all; regrets were received from 

Marjorie Butts.  

 

 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 
 

UPON MOTION by Reverend Kimbley seconded by Dave Ervin it was 

 

 RESOLVED, that the agenda for April 17, 2013, be approved. 
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3. Approval of Minutes 
 

UPON MOTION by Dave Ervin seconded by Reverend Kimbley it was 

 

 RESOLVED, that the minutes for March 27, 2013, as amended, be approved. 

 

 

 

4. Communications 

 
Meggan Desmond, Communications Officer, STPA, reviewed the communications aspect of the 

project update earlier distributed.  

 

 

 

5. Project Update 
 

Donnie Burke, Project Director, STPA, reviewed the construction aspect of the CLC project 

update earlier distributed. 

 

Steve VanNostrand had three questions for Mr. Burke.  The first concerned the Aliant cable 

bridge structure; he wanted to know if the barrier would be staying after the remediation is 

completed.  Donnie Burke told him it was a main fiber optic cable and could not be moved, but 

Aliant is going to make it look more aesthetically pleasing to the eye after all of the construction 

work is complete. 

 

Mr. VanNostrand’s second question concerned hydro seeding.  Mr. Burke said they would be 

cutting sod the last week of April.  The sod would have 3-4 months to grow before the ceremony. 

 

Lastly, Mr. VanNostrand wanted to know which company will be putting in the new road.  Mr. 

Burke told him Denko Mi'kmaq Enterprises Ltd. will be constructing the new road.  The sub-

base of the road was completed last fall by others.   

 

Dave Ervin asked if this road will connect to Victoria Road, Mr. Burke said that it will connect 

beside the Salvation Army store. 

 

Reverend Kimbley wanted to know how many trees will be planted on the South Pond.  Mr. 

Burke told him about 2,000 would be planted in the South Pond, and 10,000 planted in total 

Project wide. 

 

Mr. VanNostrand asked if the tree roots will grow below the cap, and Mr. Burke told him the 

root growth of the trees is shallow growth by choice of species.  All tree areas are raised above 

the previously placed cap. 
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The Chair asked what will happen to the TP2 building after Project completion.  Mr. Burke told 

him the building was turned over to Nova Scotia Lands on April 1
st
.  Gary Campbell told him 

there are several things it can be used for, but nothing is decided yet. 

 

 

 

6. Project Legacy Discussion 

 
The Chair commented that there had been many great ideas to date and asked if anyone had 

anything new to add.  Mr. Burke told the members that Cape Breton Partnership’s videographer 

was in town last week and went on a tour of the site as they want to highlight the work that has 

been done.   

 

 

 

7. CLC Feedback 
 

Mr. Ervin told the committee that on his tour last week a young man asked why they were 

putting a bike park in the new park but not a skateboard park, he did not think it was fair.  Mr. 

Ervin told him it was part of the original plan and that he would be welcome to skateboard there 

if he chooses too. 

 

 

 

8. Wrap-up Discussion 
 

The Chair commented that as work winds down, maybe we the committee should wind down 

too.  He asked the members when they thought the committee should stop.  Mr. Ervin said he 

thought they should continue to meet until the celebration event.  It was decided that the 

committee meet in May; take June and July off, then meet in August.  Randy Vallis said we are 

all winding down and soon the sign in front of the office will be coming down.   

 

Mr. Ervin wanted to know what will happen to the Agency building at the end of the Project.  

Mr. Vallis said that it will be the property of NS Lands. 

 

Belinda Campbell told the committee that Cape Breton Partnership’s Legacy video would 

encompass a lot of information to help other parts of the world, eg., Chile, who have their own 

environmental issues. 

 

 

9. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 12:50 p.m. 

 


