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Community Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday, August 21, 2013 

Sydney Tar Ponds Agency 

1 Inglis Street 

12:00 pm 

 

Minutes 
 

 
PresentReps:  Alastair MacLeod – Chair 

Dave Ervin (CB Labour-Business Advancement Inc.) 

   Rev. Ken Kimbley (Faith Baptist Church) 

Marjorie Butts (Canadian Cancer Society) 

Terry Ivey (CB District Health Authority) 

Keith MacDonald – Vice Chair – (Cape Breton Partnership) 

Bill Bailey (Cape Breton University) 

Steven VanNostrand (Sydney and Area Chamber of Commerce) 
 

 

Guests:  Jerome MacNeil (Contract Manager, STPA) 

Meggan Desmond (Communications Officer, STPA) 

Randy Vallis (PWGSC) 

Belinda Campbell (PWGSC) 

Gary Campbell (NS Lands Inc.) 

Aaron Bower (PWGSC) 

 

 

Regrets:  Gerard Boudreau (CB Building Trades) 

Jim Merkley (Rotary Club of Sydney) 

Robert Livingstone (Stewards of the River Denys Watershed Assoc.) 

Donnie Burke (Project Director, STPA) 

Dave MacLean (Nova Scotia Community College) 

Susan King (ACAP Cape Breton) 
 

 
 

 

1. Welcome 
 

The meeting came to order at 12:20. The Chair welcomed all; regrets were received from Susan King, 

Jim Merkley and Gerard Boudreau.  
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2. Approval of Agenda 
 

UPON MOTION by Terry Ivey seconded by Dave Ervin it was 

 

 RESOLVED, that the agenda for August 21, 2013, be approved. 

 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 
 

UPON MOTION by Terry Ivey seconded by Dave Ervin it was 

 

 RESOLVED, that the minutes for May 15, 2013, as amended, be approved. 

 

 

4. Project Update 
 

Jerome MacNeil, Contract Manager, STPA, updated the committee regarding the construction aspect 

of the project. 

 

Bill Bailey asked what was being built beside the Water Treatment Plant.  Jerome MacNeil told him 

it is a sculpture one of the artists is working on and will be in place in the following week 

 

Terry Ivey enquired about parking for the Stronger Than Steel event.  Gary Campbell told him there 

are five designated areas set aside for parking. 

 

Dave Ervin asked why the Stronger Than Steel website does not have a complete list of who will be 

performing.  Aaron Bower told him when the website was first created it did not have a complete list 

of performers but it has been updated and the list is now there.   

 

The Chair asked if the site will have long-term monitoring, regarding the concrete/contaminants.    

Mr. Campbell told him there is a long-term plan, which is awaiting final approval.   

 

Mr. Bailey wanted to know who will have final sign-off/approval on the Project.  Randy Vallis told 

him the Independent Engineer (IE) does.  The procedure is Nova Scotia Environment signs-off, then 

the IE.  The IE has signed-off on each element throughout the remediation process.  Mr. Bailey also 

wanted to know if an action plan is in place if in the future a problem develops.  Mr. Campbell told 

him there is a long-term plan that will be approved with monitoring continuing for 25 years.  The 

pertinent information will be posted on the NS Lands website.  

 

 

5. Communications 

 
Meggan Desmond, Communications Officer, STPA, reviewed the communications aspect of the 

project update earlier distributed.  
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Keith MacDonald wanted to know what will happen to the STPA website after the Agency is 

dissolved.  Mr. Campbell told him it will be incorporated into the NS Lands’ website.  Mr. Bailey 

expressed concern regarding the STPA website availability as it has a lot of useful information, from 

a teaching perspective it had been very successful. 

 

 

6. CLC Final Roundup 

 
At the May meeting Mr. MacDonald had mentioned having one final meeting in September after all 

of the construction work is completed and inviting all CLC members, past and present.  The Chair 

asked Mr. MacDonald if he would still like to proceed with that meeting, after some discussion it was 

decided that the Stronger Than Steel event would be appropriate. 

 

 

7. Friends of the Park 
 

Mr. Vallis mentioned that the new park will need caretakers, a committee, made up of a group of 

people each with different interests to oversee the long-term care of the park, much like the CLC has 

done for the remediation project.  He asked if CLC committee members would be interested in 

transitioning from the CLC to the Friends of the Park committee. 

 

The Chair said the Friends of the Park committee, like the CLC, will provide counsel to NS Lands 

and that while structurally the transition does make sense, it may be a better idea to bring in new 

people with new ideas. 

 

 

8. Project Legacy Discussion 
 

The Chair asked if anyone had anything to add regarding Project Legacy.  Mr. Vallis directed 

everyone’s attention to the view outside the window; the new park is our legacy, he said.  Think of 

what was there eight years ago and what we have today it is a great legacy to leave behind. 

 

Mr. Ivey expressed his appreciation to the Chair for always keeping everyone on track, to which 

everyone whole heartedly agreed.   

 

Mr. Bailey acknowledged the commitment from the federal and provincial governments as well as 

everyone else involved with the Project; it was everyone working together that made it a success.  

Mr. Vallis wanted to recognize the hard work of the committee, who also played a big role in the 

cleanup.   

 

The Chair closed by saying it has been a privilege to be a part of it all and hoped everyone would 

enjoy the events on Labour Day weekend. 

 

 

10. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 


