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The Sydney Tar Ponds and Coke 
Ovens Cleanup Project is set 
to mark a huge construction 

milestone this summer – the completion 
of the Ferry Street Bridge. In November 
2011, workers installed five large 
support beams, known as girders, as 
the foundation for the new bridge. It 
took two tractor-trailers and two cranes 
to maneuver each of the 33 meter-long 
beams onto the site. It was quite an 
impressive sight to see.   

The former Ferry Street Bridge 
looked more like an old causeway. 
Built in the 1920s, the bridge 
served as an access road to the 
Sydney Steel Plant, and divided the 
former South and North Tar Ponds.  
The bridge is undergoing a 
complete transformation. The 
new bridge will feature two lanes, 
sidewalks, rails, and LED lighting 

that complements downtown 
Sydney’s nautical theme. It will 
serve as a beautiful entrance into 
Harbourside Commercial Park. 
When it’s completed this summer, 
the new Ferry Street Bridge will 
reconnect three communities, no 
longer separated by their industrial 
past.

Bridging The gap - Ferry Street Bridge
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In February 2012, Stantec unveiled 
their 60 per cent design plan for 
the future use of the former Tar 

Ponds and Coke Ovens sites. The 
plan was presented to the community 
during two open house sessions, which 
took place at Etoile de l’Acadie and 
the Whitney Pier Legion. 
Both open house events were 
successful and well attended.
Stantec consultant Gary Sorge  
presented the future site use plan. 
He explained the vision behind the 
future use of the sites and how the 
community’s input was reflected in 
the land design. Sorge, along with 
the Sydney Tar Ponds Agency’s 
Project Director, Donnie Burke and 
Environmental Engineer, Dawn 
MacNeil, answered many questions 
and concerns raised by community 

members.    
The future site use plans featured a 
very picturesque landscape for the 
former Tar Ponds site that included 
walking and biking trails linking 
Prince Street to Battery Point, and 
a pond-like skating area. A large 
commons area is also planned at 
the main entrance of the former 
south Tar Ponds site. There will be 
local art installations and artifacts 
reflecting the days of steel making, 
which made the community what 
it is today. The artwork and relics 
will be located throughout the 
park for people to discover as they 
explore  the trails. 
Community Liaison Committee 
Chairperson Alastair MacLeod 
attended both events. “It’s been 
an eight-year-long roller-coaster 

ride as our cleanup moved from 
early confusion to respectful 
cooperation,” said MacLeod. “One 
significant outcome of our cleanup 
will be that future residents of 
Sydney will have no doubt that 
they live in a beautiful place.”

Hearts are Warmer When the Name Includes Former

Stantec consultant, Gary Sorge, presents 
future site use plans at Etoile de l’ Acadie. 

The remaining milestones for the 
cleanup Project are getting bigger 
and more visible on the site with 
each passing day. A dam has been 
built at Battery Point to act as a 
barrier between construction in the 
North Pond and the harbour. The 
North Pond has been drained and 
solidification and stabilization is well 
underway. The pumps have been 
moved to the Narrows and are now 
pumping the water from the channel, 
around the remaining portion of the 
North Tar Pond, and discharging it 
into the Sydney Harbour at Battery 
Point. 
At the end of this construction 
season, all remedial work on 
the former Tar Ponds will be 

This Construction Season
complete!  The remaining North 
Pond portion of the Tar Ponds will 
be solidified, stabilized and capped. 
Soon the visions of future site use 
will take shape on the former Tar 
Ponds and Coke Ovens sites, with 
construction beginning later this 
year.  
The green park space will reflect 
Cape Breton’s proud history 
of steel making, the vibrant 
communities that grew up around 
the industry and the innovation 
required to tackle a massive 
industrial remediation project. The 
Tar Ponds will be a memory and a 
legacy that reaches back more than 
100 years.

Solidification and stabilization of the North 
Pond. 
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that we have worked together 
successfully to ensure a prosperous 
and cleaner future for Sydney.  

Safe to the Last Drop - Jason Joe  

Jason Joe has been with the 
Sydney Tar Ponds Agency since 
October of 2011. He was hired 

as an Environmental Enhancement 
Worker-trainee through the 
Unama’ki Economic Benefits Office. 
Jason starts his day by jumping 
into a truck and heading over to the 
water treatment plant on the Coke 
Ovens site –a small brown building 
visible from the Victoria Road 
overpass, or from the S.P.A.R. The 
water treatment plant treats the 
ground water from the Coke Ovens 
site before it drains into the Coke 
Ovens Brook, which flows into the 
new Tar Ponds channel and into 
Sydney Harbour.  
Once at the  plant, Jason checks the 
computer system to make sure that 
everything is running smoothly. 
“Next, I have to change some 
filters,” says Jason, as he looks at 

a computerized layout of the water 
treatment plant. He then picks up 
two new sets of filter socks, and 
fills them with additional filter 
fabric. Putting this extra material 
in the filter sock increases the 
efficiency of the filters and the 
filters life span, explains Jason.
After changing the filters, Jason 
collects samples of raw, un-treated, 
pre-treated and treated water. The 
samples are taken with a tool called 
a multi-meter, which measures the 
pH level, electric conductivity, and 
dissolved solids in the water. A 
digital screen displays the readings 
and Jason records the data.

Ensuring that the water is safe to 
the last drop is all in a day’s work 
for Jason Joe.

Local Economic Benefits

In addition to the site 
remediation, one of the Cleanup 
Project’s main goals is to grow 

the local economy and build a 
brighter future for Cape Breton and 
its workforce. 
As of March, 2012, $207.5 million 
of the Project’s $400 million 
budget has been spent. Ninety-five 
per cent of that amount was spent 
within Canada, with over half 
of that amount in Cape Breton.  
Overall, the Cleanup Project has 
invested $113.3 million into Cape 
Breton’s economy as of March 
2012.

Local carpenter, Doug Fletcher, works on 
building the new Ferry Street Bridge.  

In addition to this major economic 
boost, local contractors involved 
in the cleanup have increased their 
capacity, specifically their skills, 
knowledge and expertise in large 
scale remediation projects and 
solidification and stabilization 
techniques.  This experience has 
provided local contractors and their 
workers with a competitive edge 
when bidding for other remediation 
contracts throughout Canada and 
around the world. 
With Cape Bretoners accounting 
for 88 per cent of the cleanup’s 
labour force,  it goes to show 

Jason Joe, an Environmental Enhancement 
Worker-Trainee.  

“The end result is clean 
water that will be able to 
support returning fish,” 

says Jason.  
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Heart of Steel 

We are fast approaching 
the end of the project and 
soon the Tar Ponds will be 

a part of our history. But, as the focus 
of our attention shifts to our future, we 
must remember to look at our past and 
appreciate the legacy that has brought 
our community to where it is today. 
The legacy of steel in Sydney 
was celebrated in January with 
the release of “Heart of Steel”, 
a documentary chronicling the 
effect the Steel Plant had on 
the community of Sydney and 
Canada as a whole, over many 
the generations. “It was as if they 
removed the Vatican from Rome,” 
said the late Robert Morgan in the 
beginning of the film, drawing a 
comparison of the community’s 
feelings toward the absence of the 
Steel Plant.
The documentary features several 
former steel workers and historians 
who speak about what it was like 
to work there over the decades 

and its impact on the culture of the 
community. “We interviewed many 
people who really opened our eyes 
to their personal stories. It was 
their experiences and the fact that 
their personal histories were fading 
that motivated us to preserve it,” 
said “Heart of Steel” producer, 

John deWitt.  
When the DVD was released 
on January 26, the community 
response was extremely positive 
and copies of the DVD have been 
in high demand since then. 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
The Sydney Tar Ponds Agency has a NEW 

24-hour Project Hotline:
902-567-1035

www.TarPondsCleanup.ca

Sydney
Tar Ponds

Agency Together. Making History.

Please contact us if you have questions or concerns about odour or dust 
emanating from the Tar Ponds or Coke Ovens sites. Or visit 
www.tarpondscleanup.ca to submit an online concern directly to the Agency.

Cast and crew at the premier for Heart of Steel.


