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Community Liaison Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 
Centre for Craft and Design 

322 Charlotte Street 
1:00 pm 

 
Minutes 

 
 
PresentReps:  Alastair MacLeod – Chair 

Keith MacDonald – Vice Chair – (Cape Breton Partnership) 
Dave Ervin (CB Labour-Business Advancement Inc.) 

   Susan King (ACAP Cape Breton) 
   Rev. Ken Kimbley (Faith Baptist Church) 

Marjorie Butts (Canadian Cancer Society) 
Terry Ivey (CB District Health Authority) 
Colleen Carey (CBRM) 
Gerard Boudreau (CB Building Trades) 
Steven VanNostrand (Sydney and Area Chamber of Commerce) 
Jim Merkley (Rotary Club of Sydney) 
Dave LeBlanc (CBRM) 
 
 

Guests:  Kevin MacDonald (President, STPA) 
Tanya Collier MacDonald (Mgr. Communications, STPA) 
Dan White (Eco. Ben. & Planning Coordinator, STPA) 
Gary Campbell (NS Lands) 
Meggan Desmond (Communications Officer, STPA) 
Caleb Langdon (Communications Student, STPA) 
Donnie Burke (Project Director, STPA) 
Dawn MacNeil (Contract Manager, STPA) 
Belinda Campbell (PWGSC) 
Randy Vallis (PWGSC) 
Helen Graham (Stantec) 
Gary Sorge (Stantec) 
Roger LeBlanc (Stantec) 
Carey Vollick (Stantec) 
Spiro Trifos (Trifos) 
 

Regrets:  Dave MacLean (Nova Scotia Community College) 
Robert Livingstone (Stewards of the River Denys Watershed Assoc.) 
EbouSecka (African Nova Scotian Employment Centre) 
Joel Inglis (Cape Breton University) 
Bill Bailey (Cape Breton University) 
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1. Welcome 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 1:10. Regrets were received from Dave MacLean and 
Robert Livingstone. In the interests of efficiency the meeting commenced with a presentation by 
project design consultants.  
 
Representatives from Stantec Environmental, the firm charged with future site use design, 
presented concepts to the Committee. Following the presentation, questions and suggestions 
were heard.The Chair commented that the presentation did not seem to illustrate how the Coke 
Ovens site would be utilized. Dave Ervin, CB Labour-Business Advancement Inc., expressed his 
satisfaction with a particular concept involving the use of a rail/boxcar. As well, he expressed 
reservations about a proposed Amphitheatre. Terry Ivey encouraged consideration of rail cars of 
the type found at the Orangedale rail museum.  Additionally he wondered if vessel remains in the 
North tar pond could somehow be used on site.  Dawn MacNeil, STPA, offered to provide the 
committee with archeological information on the vessel remains. 
 
Reverend Ken Kimbley, Faith Baptist Church, felt it was important to be clear, from the 
beginning, on the size of the commons area. Jim Merkley, Rotary Club of Sydney, was interested 
to know who will be charged with upkeep of the site. In response, Gary Campbell, NS Lands 
Inc., informed all that NS Lands Inc.would be maintaining the property. Keith MacDonald, Cape 
Breton Partnership, inquired if there were government programs or funds outside the project cost 
share agreement that could be accessed to assist with projects like the Amphitheatre.  Gary 
Campbell noted that the current list of contemplated projects can be accommodated within the 
project cost-share agreement, but down the road other funding may be used for items over and 
above those now under consideration. 
 
The Chair, thanked Stantec for the presentation. A feedback survey was distributed and members 
were requested to complete and return to the Stantec team. 
 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 
 
Upon motion following, the agenda was approved as presented 
 
 
UPON MOTION by Dave Ervin seconded by Ken Kimbley it was 
 
 RESOLVED, that the agenda for February 15, 2012, be approved. 

 
 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
 
 
UPON MOTION by Dave Ervin seconded by Ken Kimbley it was 
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 RESOLVED, that the minutes for January 18, 2012, as presented, be approved. 
 
 
4. Project Update 
 
Donnie Burke, Project Director, STPA, reviewed the construction aspect of the CLC project 
update earlier distributed. 
 
Dan White, STPA, updated the Committee on local economic benefits and impacts as per a 
formal submission earlier provided. In response Keith MacDonald, Cape Breton Partnership, 
asked why the LEB expenditures for the 2nd quarter 2011 were up, when very little actual work 
was conducted on site. Mr. White responded that invoices for work completed in the preceding 
active quarter were paid in the time period in question. 
 
Tanya Collier MacDonald, Communications Manager, STPA apprised the Committee of current 
communications initiatives.   
 
 
 
5. CLC Feedback 
 
Several people requested a copy of the “Heart of Steel” video produced earlier under the 
auspices of Public Works and Government Services Canada (PWGSC).  Tanya Collier 
MacDonald advised that because of its popularity supplies of the video were exhausted. Copies 
have been re-ordered and will be distributed when they become available. Randy Vallis, Project 
Director; PWGSC noted that his office had been receiving 100+ calls per day requesting copies 
of the video. 
 
Committee member Keith MacDonald asked when the future site end use conceptual 
projects/plan would be made available. In respect of LEB, Mr. Macdonald inquired about the 
number of contractors, primary and sub-contractors, that had worked on the site since the 
beginning of the project and specifically how many were local. Kevin MacDonald, STPA, 
responded to the effect that records for sub contracts would be difficult to acquire.  Donnie 
Burke, project director,explained that due to standing offers, request for proposals and requests 
for quotes some local contractors would not be picked up.  Dan White, STPA, indicated that 
upward of 47 primary contracts had been let by the project to approximately 27 firms of which 
24 were local. Donnie Burke noted that Corrie Stewart, Director Corporate Services, STPA, 
would shortly present the latest STPA budget to CLC and that this would provide greater detail 
on overall project finances.  
 
Reverend Kimbley asked about on-going efforts to rename the current tar ponds and coke ovens 
sites in step with planned future use. Tanya Collier MacDonald indicated that a competition in 
this regard was forthcoming in the near term. 
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6. Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m. 
 
 


